
Deborah Wahlstrom ǅUnpacking Standards ǅPage 1

Designed and Delivered by

Dr. Deborah Wahlstrom
DataDeb@successlineinc.com

Datadeb.wordpress.com

N o  m a t t e r  w h a t  y o u  t e a c h

5ƻƴΩǘ [Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ /ǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ {ƭƛǇ

Techniques for Aligning, 
Curriculum, Instruction, and 

Assessment

mailto:DataDeb@successlineinc.com


2

And the data say . . .

You have looked at the results of a math test a group of students have 

just taken ïand you notice that 86% of the students have done well on 

the test (meaning these students got 85% or more of the test questions 

correct).

A

What is the next question or 

next step you should take?Q
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Teaching on Grade Level is Important
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1. What is the capital city of Virginia? ____________________________ 

2. What two states border Virginia on the south? 

_____________________________ and ___________________

3. What state borders Virginia on the northeast? 

_______________________________ 

4. What two states border Virginia on the west? 

____________________________ and _____________________ 

5. What ocean borders Virginia on the east? 

___________________________ 

6. What is the name of the bay that separates the Delmarva peninsula 

from the rest of Virginia? ______________ 

7. What is the name of the river that flows by Roanoke? 

___________________________ 

8. What is the name of the Virginia city that is across the border from 

Washington, D.C.? ___________________ 

9. What is another name for the coastal plain, the low-elevation areas in 

eastern Virginia? ___________________ 

10. What is the name of the area of low rolling hills in Virginia, located 

between the Blue Ridge and the coastal plain? 

_________________________ 

Used as a 4th Grade Assessment

FOURTH-GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES

VS1.i  Analyzeand interpretmaps to explain 

relationships among landforms and 

water features, and historical events.

Is there a grade-level match?

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/statesbw/virginiaanswers.shtml
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Is there a grade-level match?
Which are independent variables?

1. Does an  aluminum bat  hit a ball farther than a wood bat?

2. Which  diaper is really more absorbent?

3. Which type of plant does better in a dark corner?

4. Which type of battery lasts longest in a CD player?

5. Which  tile cleaner removes soap scum best?

6. Which  type of material  is best for keeping food cold for three days?

7. What effect does oil have on water plants?

8. What is the effect of  how fast you run on your pulse rate?

9. What is the effect of the amount of baking powder on the height of a 

cake after baking?

10. Which  type of makeup  really stays on longest?

The purpose of this worksheet is to give you practice at identifying the 

independent variable in a question.  For each item, circle the 

independent variable.

SIXTH GRADE SCIENCE
Students will plan and conduct investigations in 

which hypotheses are stated in ways that 

identify the independent (manipulated) and 

dependent (responding) variables.

Where the Assignment Actually Appears in the 

Curriculum:

04:  Identify independent and dependent 

variables.

Used as a 6th GradeQuiz
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Is there a grade-level match?

The Bowling Assessment

The table below show the seasonôs bowling scores for two members of your team.  

A higher number indicates a better game.

Daveôs Scores:  152, 138, 141, 144, 141, 158

Billôs Scores:  210, 105, 118, 131, 105, 215

Both Dave and Bill are hoping for a spot on the team you will take to the League 

Championships.  As the coach, you must decide which one should be chosen.  

You have only one spot left on the team.  Examine the data and consider the 

statistical procedures that might be used to make your decision.

Part 1:  On one side of your paper show all the statistical procedures you 

considered in making your selection.  This part of the assessment will be scored 

on the appropriateness of the statistical procedures you consider and the accuracy 

of your calculations.

Part 2:  The person you do not choose will be very disappointed and will want to 

understand how you determined your choice.  Write a letter to the person you did 

not choose explaining what statistical procedures you considered and used to 

make your decision.  Use charts and graphs as necessary to illustrate your 

findings.

The purpose of your letter is to persuade the reader that you made a thoughtful 

selection.  It should:

State a clear position on a proposition or proposal.

Support the position with organized and relevant evidence.

Anticipate and address reader concerns and  counterarguments.

8th Grade Class Assessment

EIGHTH GRADE SCIENCE
8.12 Make comparisons from a chart

Where the Assignment Actually Appears in the Curriculum:

07:  Predict from a set of data.

English 8.7:  Use persuasive/informational writing

English 8.8: Edit and revise writing.
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Is there a grade-level match?

EIGHTH GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS
Identify and describe charactersõ thoughts and 

motivations, story level themes (e.g., good vs. evil), 

main idea, and lesson/moral in narrative text.

Used in 8th grade English
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Is the rubric aligned?
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