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Vocabulary
Essential

Questions

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES

and

ACTIVITIES

CLASSROOM

ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES

Grade-Level Standard

4Sight Benchmarks for Tennessee
Words to Know

• Identify and/or select rhyming 

words. (3.1.1)

• Determine word meaning 

within context using prefixes 

and suffixes. (3.1.6)

• Recognize grade level 

compound words, 

contractions, and common 

abbreviations within context. 

(3.1.7)

• Select appropriate synonyms 

and antonyms within context. 

(3.1.8)

• Recognize grade appropriate 

vocabulary within context. 

(3.1.16)

• Determine correct 

meaning/usage of multiple-

meaning words. (3.1.17)

.

prefix

A letter or group of 

letters at the 

beginning of a 

word that makes a 

different word. 

un, re, dis, pre, mis

Examples: 

unhappy, undo

rhyming word

Words that sound 

alike.

suffix

A letter or group of 

letters at the end of 

a word that makes 

a different word. 

-er, -y, -less, -est, -

ly

Examples: quickly, 

goodness, 

helpless

How do I figure out the 

meaning of words I don’t 

know? (connect/critical thinking)

Performance Assessment:  Students read 

and tell the meanings of unfamiliar words.

Multiple Choice:  Five to 10 questions.

What’s a rhyming word?

 Word Match Manipulatives

 Rhyming Words Foldable

Formative: Students use manipulatives to put 

words that sound alike together.

What is a prefix?

 Prefix Puzzle Cards

 Prefix Thinking Map

 Prefix Foldable

Formative: Students identify prefixes and tell 

their meanings.

What is a suffix?

 Suffix Puzzle Cards

 Suffix Thinking Map

 Suffix Foldable

Formative: Students identify suffixes and tell 

their meanings.

What’s the difference between a 

prefix and a suffix?

 Puzzle Card Sort – Students sort words 

into two categories (words with prefixes 

and words with suffixes)

 Choral Response

 Comparison Matrix

 Who has . . . I Have

Formative: Students correctly sort words by 

prefixes and suffixes.

How do I use a prefix to help me 

figure out what a word means?

 What does the word mean?

 What does the sentence mean?

 Meaningful Sentences

Formative: Students give the meaning 

prefixes in sentences.

How do I use a suffix to help me 

figure out what a word means?

 What does the word mean?

 What does the sentence mean?

 Meaningful Sentences

 Substitute Words

 Forced Association With Prefixes and 

Suffixes

 How many sentences can we write?

Formative: Students give the meaning of 

suffixes in sentences.

Grade 3 Reading

etc., etc., etc.




