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COMPARATIVE ESSAY RUBRIC
Grade 8
	LOOK FORS
	4

THE BEST!
	3

ALMOST THERE
	2

ON THE WAY
	0-1

TRY AGAIN

	FOCUS

(x2)

W.GN.08.03
	Single, distinct focus on every  point throughout the paper
	
	Focus not clear on every point
	
	Focus on topic not sustained
	
	No focus
	

	FLOW

R.IT.08.02
	Clear and logical flow of ideas
	
	Clear ideas expressed but not in the most effective order
	
	Ideas are not clearly expressed; few organized thoughts
	
	Random statements with no complete thoughts 
	

	OPENING

W.GN.08.03
	Opening draws the reader
	
	Opening is not attention getting
	
	No clear opening sentence
	
	No opening
	

	CLOSING

R.MT.08.02
	Effective closing
	
	Weak attempt at a closing
	
	No clear attention to closing
	
	No closing
	

	CHARACTERISTICS

R.IT.08.01


	Multiple characteristics provide valuable insights into the comparison
	
	A few characteristics provide a glimpse into the comparison but with little insight 
	
	Few characteristics; no insight 
	
	Contains no characteristics and no insight
	

	SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES

(x3)

W.PR.08.02
	Multiple differences and similarities are  listed and discussed thoroughly
	
	A few differences and similarities are listed with some discussion an 
	
	A few differences and/or similarities are listed; no attempt to  discuss them 
	
	Similarities and difference are not listed and/or discussed
	

	CONNECTIONS

(x2)

R.CM.08.03
	Several meaningful connections made between the two texts
	
	 A few connections made between the  two texts
	
	Only a weak attempt at making  a connection between the two texts
	
	No connections made
	

	STANDARD ENGLISH

W.GR.08.01
	Skillful and consistent use of Standard English
	
	Consistent use of Standard English
	
	Weaknesses in use of Standard English
	
	Inadequate grasp of Standard English
	

	SPELLING

W.SP.08.01
	Free of spelling errors
	
	Few spelling errors
	
	Several spelling errors
	
	Spelling errors throughout
	

	USAGE AND MECHANICS

W.GR.08.01
	Free of capitalization  and usage errors
	
	Few capitalization and/or usage errors 
	
	Several capitalization and/or usage errors
	
	Capitalization and usage errors throughout
	

	PUNCTUATION

W.PR.08.01
	Few if any errors in punctuation
	
	Punctuation errors not sufficient to interfere with writing
	
	Numerous errors in punctuation
	
	Serious and frequent punctuation errors throughout
	


50-56 points = A

45-49 points = B

39-45 points = C

Less than 39 = Rewrite
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