Research Paper

Preliminary

Test

This is a preliminary test, which means that it will tell me what you know and are able to do, so far, in the areas assessed. 

Directions:  Do not open test booklet until directed to do so.  Raise your hand if you have questions during the test.  Write only on the scantron sheet, not on the test document.  You will have the entire class period to complete the test.  You will find directions for each part of this test within your test booklet.  When you have completed the test, close your test booklet, with your scantron sheet inside and wait for further instructions.

Part I

Directions:  Darken the correct bubble on the scantron sheet with the letter for the correct answer. 

In this section of the test you need to choose the “Right Word” that correctly completes the sentence.  (One point each)

1.  When the car in front of me stopped quickly, I had to slam on my __________ to avoid an accident. 


A.  brake(s)  


B.  break(s)

2.  Put your pen __________ your paper when you are finished with this test.  


A. besides  


B. beside

3.  Sally’s mom asked her to go to the store and __________ a half gallon of milk.  

     
A. by  

     
B. buy

4.  I went to see the __________ which is in Lansing.


A. capital  


B. capitol

5.  I __________ the girl out of the room because she sprayed perfume and the smell was just unbearable.   


A. cent  


B. sent  

6.  If  Joe was stranded in the __________ with no food or water, he would begin thinking of his favorite food, which is chicken noodle soup. 


A. desert  


B. dessert

7.  Sarah is really __________ in the upcoming elections, she really has no opinion as to who is the more qualified candidate.  

     
A. disinterested  

    
B. uninterested

8. If you need __________ time on an assignment, it is important to speak with the teacher.  However, taking too much time will not help you achieve that quality grade you desire.  


A. farther 


B. further

9.  There are __________ boxes of food, which means we will have very little to give away to the needy.  


A. fewer  


B. less

10. I know you weren't feeling very __________ yesterday, yet you really did try your best.  


A. good  


B. well

11. Tom’s outbursts __________ the entire class. 

     
A. affect  


B. effect

12.  My son has __________ chosen which college he wants to attend. 


A. already  


B. all ready

13.  “There is __________ too much noise in this classroom,” the teacher explained.  “Why don’t we try to quiet down?”


A.  altogether  


B. all together

14. Donald took the upper __________ when he and his wife were traveling by train because his wife was afraid of heights. 

     
A. berth  

     
B. birth

15. I attended last week’s school __________ meeting and found it quite interesting.  


A. board  


B. bored 

16. Will you __________  this note to the principal for me?    


A. bring  


B. take

17. __________ I go to the bathroom?     


A. can  


B. may

18. “ __________ Mary, I am writing this letter to tell you of the beautiful forest I saw on my trip to Cheboygan, MI.”    

A. Dear  

B. Deer


19. I __________ you could pass that class!  Now you can look forward to next semester.     


A.  knew   


B. new

20.  __________ her alone so she can complete her test!     


A. Leave  


B. Let

21.  __________ me five dollars, please.    


A. Lend  


B. Borrow

22.  My friend Joe, who works for a company that makes emergency __________s, is a really talented artist, painting mostly with oils. 


A. flair  


B. flare

23.  The judge pronounced Marietta Hawkins guilty of killing her husband and told her, “You will be __________ by the neck until you are dead.”    


A. hanged  


B. hung

24. Who was the evil  __________ in The Wizard of Oz, North or West?      


A. which  


B. witch

25.  My __________ tree needs to be cut down because of a blight that has destroyed the bark of the trunk.    


A. hole  


B. whole

26.  “From the look of shock on your face, I can __________ that you did not know that I was getting married.      


A. imply  


B. infer

27.  I am always the __________ to know any new gossip!   


A. last  


B. latest

28.  I need to go and __________ down.    


A. lay  


B. lie

29.  “Give my best to __________ family and tell them I will miss you over summer vacation.”  


A. your  


B. you’re

30.  Jeremy should __________ known he would be grounded if he stayed out past his curfew.    


A. have  


B. of

Continue to Part II on next page.

Part II

Verbal Advantage Completion:  Choose the answer, from the group of words, below each section, that will fit best in each blank.  (Two points each)


31)__________ from a long day at work, I could barely understand what I was reading.  The contract was written in very 32)__________ language and there seemed to be a monetary 33)__________ if I were to 34)__________ my right to be represented by an attorney.  Now, I am no 35)__________, but this did not seem like a very wise thing for me to do.

A. haggard



B.  waive


C.  sanction


D.  ambiguous


E.  spendthrift


Tom, in his usual 36)__________ way, was telling Steve that he had a very difficult  37)__________; mow the lawn and weed his mom’s garden or clean the garage, neither of which were very appealing.  For a 38)__________ moment, Tom thought he might sneak over to his friend Steve’s house.  Then he realized the work would just be waiting for him when he returned, so he put on his old clothes and cleaned the garage.  What caused him to make this final decision?  Tom began to hope that, if he did a fantastic job, his dad may hold some 39)__________ feelings toward his only son and allow Tom to drive the 1966 Mustang convertible to school Monday.  The possibility so inspired Tom that he felt a surge of energy as his usual 40)__________ left him.

A. transitory



B.  philanthropic


C.  lethargy 


D.  dilemma


E.   voluble

Matching:

41.  a mystery, puzzle; someone or something difficult 

A. astute

to understand

42.  belief, acceptance, especially in a published report, 

B. credence

opinion, or testimony

43. to charge or attribute, esp. with a fault or misconduct; 

C. enigma

lay blame upon

44.  thrifty, economical, saving for future




D. impute

45.  shrewd, clever, perceptive, keenly aware, quick-witted

E. provident

46.  a blessing, timely and welcome benefit for which 


A. boon

to be thankful

47.  to pay, provide money for, cover the cost or 


B. defray

expenses of

48.  the working class, especially the industrial 



C. proletariat

wage-earning class

49. silent, not talkative, habitually silent and withdrawn

D. taciturn

50.   brief and to the point, free of superfluous words


E. terse

51.  piercing, cutting, keen, acute




A. candor

52.  unclear, vague, obscure, indefinite



B. delegate

53.  unheard/of, novel, new




C. nebulous

54.  entrust with power or authority



D. poignant

55.  frankness, openness, sincere expression


E. unprecedented

Completion:

56.  When we write an essay and use information from another source, we may quote, __________, or summarize.

57.  Mary received a lower grade on her essay because she began to __________ in several areas when she went off topic.

58.  The resemblance between my girlfriend’s husband and the artist, Thomas Kinkaid, is __________; it’s like they are twins.

59.  When we are honest with people we speak with __________.

60.  Jajuan has been really __________ this week, because his girlfriend broke up with him. 


A. candor 



B.  paraphrase

C.  morose

D.  digress

E.  uncanny
Continue to Part III on next page.

Part III

Directions:  Each of the following is a complete sentence, a run-on sentence, or a sentence fragment.  (Two points each)  Answer according to the following guide:

A. complete sentence
    B. run-on sentence
C. sentence fragment

61.  With the utmost care.

62.  Little Jenny placed the kitten in her pocket.

63. The dean of the law school was I flunked the exam.

64. Irving Berlin composed “White Christmas”, one of the most popular Christmas songs of all time, while sitting by his swimming pool.

65.  Joe has taken trumpet lessons for years but most people agree that he is so good that it seems he’s played his whole life this brings us to his choice to join the band.

66.  Because it is snowing.

67.  “I have but one lamp by which my feet are guided and that is the lamp of experience.”

68.  “Experience is the best teacher: is a cliche which tells us that we ought to learn from the things we do which is not to say that we cannot learn from what others have done as well this is why we have education.

69.  Mrs. Rose always expects us to be prepared for class and do our homework.

70.  While this is like our job.

When you have completed this test, put the scantron  sheet inside and close your test booklet.  Place it on the corner of your desk and then quietly take out something to read while everyone else is completing their test.
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